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lom its Method, and purſu * 

culsr Errors. Which he has done. mith, 

fab 4 Strength 4 Genius and True. 
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Lanz, W the World muſt ever he 
obliged to him: But we hade not his 
Thoughts upon the Subject in general. 
I therefore preſume to offer m ny own, ei- 
ther as P reface, or Poſtſcript, til the 
Same Author |} finds bimſelf at Leiſure 


to give the * = Stroke, 


— ede ree-Thinkers ; 
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The PREFACE. 


ſwer to the new SetF: And I bope it 


vill appear, that they muſt either take 
in ſome Companions, which they won't 


like, or be willing to leave the Sect them- 
I wiſh one Argument was further 


purſued by a better Hand, which I 
think hitherto has not been fully treated 
c, i.e. How far Men are accountable 
Jer Errors. 12 

3 To prevent any Miſtake, I muſt ob- 
S ſerve one thing further; When I ſay 


that one Man cant charge another 
with the Guilt of Error, I don't mean 
that he can't charge him with the Error, 


TJ but that he can't tell how far he be- 
comes Guilty by his Error, How far 


it was in bis Power not to err, &c. 
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Fue-Thinking. 


oM E Gentlemen of late 

em to pleaſe themſelves 
very much with the Name 
of Free-Thinkers, and to 
value themſelves above 
all Mankind upon that 
Account; who at the ſame time are ſo 
unpardonably ignorant, as not to know 


the Meaning of the Name which they 
B have 
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Face aſſumed to themſelves, and which 
they think they have the only Right 
to diſpoſe of to others. 


It {hall therefore be the Buſineſs of 


this Paper, to give the cleareſt Ac- 
count that can, what we ought to 
inderſtand by Freedom of Thinking, 
What is meant by Thinking in ge- 
neral, as it comprehends every Opera- 
tion of the Mind ; and 1n particular, 
vhar is meant by Judging of any Pro- 
poſition, I will here ſuppoſe every bo- 
dy to know : - For I hope the Perſons I 
am ſpeaking to, don't believe that the 
reſt of Mankind don't think and judge, 
but that they don't do it with Free- 


dom ; fo that what this Freedom is, 


remains only to be enquired into. 

Nor ſhall I take Notice of any Wants 
of Freedom that the Mind is under 
from its own Nature; As That it cannot 
but aſſent to ſelf-evident Thut! hs; That 
of Necefiiry the Objects of Senſe will 
force themſelves upon it, and the like 
becauſe it cannot be the Meaning of 
theſe People, that they are not caſt in 
the ſame Mould with other Men. 


Furs 


ny fil, A fn pr 


8 at. um «a —_—m—— Y n 


(3) 

Further, I believe, theſe Gentlemen 
will give me Leave tod exclude from 
this Enquiry, any Supernatural Influ- 
ence, which an Infinite Mind can exert 
upon a Finite one. ais 

This Freedom then muſt conſiſt in 
this; That the Mind makes uſe of its 
Power and Faculty of. Thinking, with- 
out any Force, Hindrance, or Re: 
ſtraint, more than what is neceſſary, 
and common to all -Humane Minds. 

The only Cauſes which hinder the 
Mind from thus thinking with Free- 
dom, are Prejudice, and Want of Ap- 
plicatio. : e 

need not mention what may be 
properly called Injudiciouſneſs, or a 
Weakneſs of our Faculties, which is 
the real Difference betwixt one Man 
and another; and from whence it pro- 
cceds, that one reaſons ſtrongly, ano- 


ther not ſo; for tho the one is more 


likely to err, yet he may think with 

as much Freedom as the other. 
He therefore who can entirely diveſt 
himſelf of Prejudice, or can moſt do 
it; or apply his Faculties with entire 
Attention, or with moſt ; has either 
| TD 3 per- 
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pected, that whoever diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves from the reſt of the World by 
this CharaQeriſtick, ſhould make it ap- 
pear that they are Maſters of this Free- 
dom, and that the reſt are not. 

How ſure ſoever Men may be of 
this themſelves, it cannot appear to o- 
thers, but either by their Affirming it 
of themſelves, or by their Rea ne 
or other Diſcourſes. 

Tbe Affirming of it can be no Evi- 
dence. to a Perſon of a different Opi- 
nion : For beſides that nothing is more 
eaſy; than for Men to impoſe upon 
themſelves in this Caſe; every body 
elſe will both think and affirm: the 
fame of themſelves; ſo that the Matter 
will ſtill ſtand ia equilibria... 9:10 06.1 

Their Reaſonings may diſcover more. 
If they are very clear and , and, 
befides':the Author's 'own Att ation, 
carry likewife this Evidence with them, 
it will be eaſy to believe they 


came from an nnprejudiced and atten» 
tive Mind: If they are otherwiſe, 
me muſt . * either * 

ant 


perfect, or the greateſt Freedom of 
Thinking. It is therefore to be ex- 
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Want of true Freedom of Thought, or 


the Weakneſs of the Underſtanding z 
or the Want of the Means neceſſary 
for making a Judgment upon the Pro- 
poſition under Conſideration, where the 
Nature of it requires any beſides meer 
Reaſoning, as Languages, Hiſtory, e*c. 

It will be asked here, what Cri- 
terion there is, who is in the Right, 
and who not, when on both Sides the 
contending Parties think themſel ves ſo. 

This I ſhall ſpeak of below ; and at 


preſent. proceed to the Jaſt Way, the 


having or not having this Freedom of 
Thought, may appear, which is, 

By any other Diſcourſes, tho not 
enough. argumentative, to be called 
Reaſoning, which yet ſhew the Diſpo- 


ſition of the Mind in this Matter. For 


Inſtance z If any one ſhould ſay, or 
inſinuate, where the thing is not a 


ſelf . evident Truth, and the contrary 
to which is generally believed, that 


all who were not of his Opinion were 
either unſiucere, and ſuppreſſed their 


ouglits, or had no Abilities to 


| judge At all; would it be poſſible to 


think, that he was not prejudiced in 
e BB... 


thing eiſe? Would it be pc 
think, that a Man who either conver- 


Favour of his own Qpinion; by ſome 
ſtrange Conceit of himſelf, or ; ſome: 
poſlible to 


ſed with the Living or the Dead, 
ſhould not meet with Numbers whom 
he muſt think Honeſt; and Great 


Thinkers, who were not of his own. 


Opinion? If this would not ſhew any 


one ſo far prejudiced, that he ãs ſcarce- 
ly: a Man, or fit to be diſcourſed with 


as a rational Creature, Imuſt own my. 


ſelf miſtaken, whatever Pretences 
ſhould be made to the contrarr. 

If again, any one ſhould urge the 
Variety of Opinions amongſt Men, as 
an Argument that they did not think 


freely, which itſelf is the very Reaſon 


* the T 'biog, ond that, too under the 


ty Could any one — that this 


Perſon had not the moſt unaccountable 


was:theimeaneſt Thinker in the World 
7} If further 
all Orden df, Religious Men, tho of 
the moſt different Opinions; and as 
ready to take all Advantages upon one 
193905 5 another 


mm. *. 2 


Byaſs on lis Utiderftanding;-ior-- elſe 
a Man ſhouid ſay that 


e oe 
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C039) 1 
another as himſelf, notwithſtanding 
are all in Jeſt, and mean nothing hut 
Intereſt, in their Diſputes with one an- 


other, or in What Opinions they ad- 


vance, and to impoſe upon the reſt of 
Mankind, hom at the ſame time they 
make their Judges, and their true Ap- 
peal to, by Reaſon and Argument: 1 

hope I may preſume to ſay, that he 
who can believe, or ſuppoſe ſuch Ab- 


ſurdities, muſt either be highly pteju- 


diced, O have A Very weak; Judgment. 
What I have already faid; upon this 


Subject, I hope is enough to ſhew what 
it is to think Freely, and how it mult 
appear to the reſt of the World. 


I I hall next conſider what miſtaken 
otions People have had of Free- 
Thinking, and what has been taken for 
it, which was not truly ſo. And that 
ſeems to have been "chiefly. thinking 
differently, or having different Opini- 
ons from the Generality of other Men, 
even the wiſeſt and - beſt Reaſoners. 
Now I wohld he glad to know, whether 
a Man may not think as freely, tho 
he believes 2 Propoſition, as if he does 
not. And therefore if any one _— 
553 0 
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of all Prejudice from Education, Au- 
thority, and the like, and examines 
what be is to believe, and yet finds re- 
ceived. Opinions to be true, muſt * 
for that Reaſon not have thought free- 
ly? A Fool may as well fay, becanſe 
wiſe Men are not of his Mind, that 
they dont think freely. To make 
good ſuch an Aſſertion, it muſt by 

oved to be either impoſſible, im 

ble, or falſe in Fact, that any 
ber of Men, who ever Sandee rr 
nions received under any Prejudices, 
did yet believe em, which I am ſure 


pretend to examine ſome received 
nions, and yet disbelieve em; an 1 


think they will not u undertake to prove -| 


it otherwiſe. 
Another Miſtake in this Matter Bal 


been to call meet Thinking, Studying, 2 


any Propofition, Free- 


or Conſider; 
every one who thought 


Thinkime,as 
at all, 5 was free from all Prejudice 
tho believe theſe Gentlemen to ane 
yet I can't believe that the 


* Europe has his 


0 | 2 
clogged 


I may venture to ſay is true, and as © 
certainly ſo, as that "theſe Gentletyen | 


nE MH, i. BY & , , , 
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* 


clogged than they have, from. theit 
yain Fohdnefs to appear great Think: 
oy which they fancy, they can't do 
; inking as others do; by their 
2 Averſion to Clergy wen, which 
appears to be ſo great, that I cannot 
Bat believe whatever Propoſitions they 
Advanced would be disbelieved by theſ 
Gentlemen upon much weaker Obje- 
Hons; N if they th mſclves. had 
advance 4 them. Where hen is their 
Freedom, of. \Thioking? Theſe 0881 
Adtces they have fo play diſcovere 
that 1 dare appeal to themſelves, whe- 
- I « ther it is. not ſo. If they have 
1 any other, I leave em to their 
own Thou ghis : ; Fr 7 heſe they diſcover 
undeniably: tis enough only to 
_ defire chen to edel upon their own 
Minds once more, before they are [6 
very poſitive that they think freely: 
And further, confider, what will con- 
vince them that other People think 
freely; and if they will give others 
the ſame Proof, as ſurely they. ought, 
I dare venture to, ſay nobody will di- 
ſpute their new Title. 
I ſhall, in the next place, endeavour 


to anſwer the Queſtion © propoſed a- 
FRO "ho bove, 


are Eat, Ws. Ro & 


* 2 * 


* you | 


boye, i, e, What Criterion there js, 


who judges right, who not, ben on 
both ſides the. bene Parties think 
themſclyes i in the ri oh . 

81 N we ate to. ſerye, "That Truth 
may b Ay cor pred, nt, er 5 Self. ke 
ent Digi rable; or Proba ble ; 

„When. the Mind r recives,; it 5 
the; very firſt propof ng it, without : any 
Recent ar All; de "Second, Mben 
the Mind 125 Gt e Certainty of it, 


ing, An: inf one 1110 
Trom ar The es t : 
Mind 00 hot ip 14 0 105 5 Sete 
t yet h A er Ey lence or it tha 
Meh oth 15 1 : 
there is 2 great Lat ops 65 as the Evi- 
nce 21 Lhe Gertal „And comes 
near Demodiration, 5 0 leſs, anc 
becomes a) 8 ec nal on och fides, wo 
© We. m ve farther, Tha 
Truths er 17 5 in the, Way 
Proof; fome depend up Henle, ſome 
1 pon Teſtimony, ſome u pon Ratioci- 
nation only, ſame. npon. tnore than one 
of theſe: "And which way, ſoever they 


are tö be proved, yet, according to 


their Evidence, they muſt. be either 
demonſtrable, or probable, by which 
aj! pa ſoever 


in theſe Truths 
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CER) 
ſoever way the Evidence appears to 
JVC 
Let us now confider, what is the 


Criterion of Truth in all Kinds of Pro- 


poſitions; and that is nothing elſe, but 
the clear Perception which the Mind 
has of the Truth of them. No Man 


can give any other Reaſon, why he 


cannot but believe a Self. evident Pro- 
poſition; but that he clearly perceives 
its Truth; and no Man could know any 
thing, if the moſt clear Perception 
left him in any Doubt. If, therefore, 
the moſt” ſimple and firſt Fruths have 
this Criterion, all others muſt too, tho 


in a different Degree. In demonſtra- 


ble Truths, the Mind as clearly per- 


_ ceives the Certainty of them, as in the 


Self. evident, tho not ſo eaſily, but by 
a Series of Conſequences. In probable 
Truths, the Aſſent of the Mind is up- 
on the fame Principle. For tho' its 
Perception is not clear enough to make 
it certain, yet it has a clear Perception 
of more Evidence for it than againſt it. 


A finĩte Mind cannot always arrive at 


Certainty, yet it goes as far as it can, 
one nearer than another, in propor- 
tion to the Strength of its Faculties, 
75 | + and 


2 


and its Freedom in Thinking, whey | 
the neceſſary Means of Knowing are 
not wanted: Under this Head will 
lie the Weight of the Anfwer. to the 
Queſtion propoſed, and therefore we 
are chiefly to conſider what ought to 
be the Criterion in probable Propoſi- 
tions: And that muſt be the Strength 
of the Faculties, the greateſt Freedom 
of Thought; and where the Nature 
of the Propoſition requires other Means 
of Knowing, the Being Mewiſe the 
beſt inſtructed in thoſe. 1 112 
It is true, that every Man muſt judge | 
of all -Propoſitions for himſelf; for 
what ſome Philoſophers ſay, viz. That 
right Reaſon is Umpire, is ſaying no- 
thing to Men, that being only in tnjge 
Infinite Mind. All Men, therefore, 
muſt jadge for themſelves: But how? | 
All 98 futely, won't-pretend to have 
the ſtrongeſt Faculties, the greateſt Ap- 
plication and Freedom in Thinking, 
and all necefſary Means to judge inde- 
pendently of others, of all — Toi 
no Man living can arrive to ſuch Per- 
fection, tho the Gentlemen I am ſpeak- 
ing to, are ſo inſufferahly vain as to 


pretends to it. What, then Mankind i is 
my 


i 4 £ 
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hes : Py 2 


613) 

to do, is the Queſtion. He who has all the 
Qualifications mentioned, neceſſary to 
judge right of any Propoſition, may de- 
pend upon his Judgment, and be very ſure 

not to be.... 

In other Propoſitions, where he is not 
ſo. qualify d, he muſt be content to take 
the Opinion of thoſe, whom he moſt 
thinks to be ſo. Thoſe who are qualifi- 
ed for fewer Judgments, muſt depend 
upon the Opinions of others in more 
Caſes. They who are leſs qualiſied, muſt 
be leſs poſitive, and yield more to the 
Judgment of thoſe who are more ſo. 
And ſo through all Degrees of Men, till 
we come to thoſe who are very little qua- 


lified, or for very few Judgments; but if 


they think at all, that muſt a ppear to em 
moſt probable, which is moſt generally 


believed by better Judges than them- 


ſelves. This, I think, is a true Anſwer 
to the Queſtion propoſed. For 'tho' this 
Criterion is not enough to prevent all Er- 
ror, yet it is all that Humane Nature ts 
capable of, and well attended to, it would 
keep us from moſt ; aud tis more than 


we ean pretend, to be fo perfect, as not to 
make wrong 
feweſt, is the greateſt Man: And, Ithink, 


Judgments; he that makes 
the 


(T4) 
the Gentlemen I am ſpeaking to, have not 
yet p pretended. to be illfalibie. ls 
I will next conſider, how far Mankind 
is accountable for falſe Jadgments, as they 
are accountable for bad Actions: And 


this will depend on theſe Circumſtances 3 


How far our Error is owing to ourſelves, 
either for not attending ; not overcomih 
unavoidable Prejudices; or contracting a- 
voidable ones, that are à Byaſs on the 
Mind; and on the Nature of the Err ror, f 
what Moment it is; and the like. 
For here, without asking theſe Gentle 
mens Leave, I. will ſuppoſe that we are 
accountable Creatures; it not being my 
Buſineſs at preſent to difpute that: Tr fo, 
then certainly; for the Abuſe of every 
Power that Nature has given us, eſpecial- 
IV our more noble ones. And by a wrong 
by ſe of which. we may as much diſhonour 
the Author of our Being and debaſe bis 
Creature, as by Ill Actions: 
Zeſides, the long Train of bad Addis, 
which almoſt neceſſarily follow ſome. Er- 
rors ; as ſuppoſe a Man ſhould think, that 
he was not under the Government of a 
ſuperior Being, would he be likely to pay 
_ ;the Duties of Adoration ? Should he 
think, there was no!Santtion of Morali- 
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ty, would he be likely to perform his Du» 


0 ties to the reſt of the rational Syſtem? 
4 I fay, all the bad Actions which follow 
d doch Errors; are juſtiy chargeable! upon 
Y Mean, if by his own fault he fell into ſuch 
d Errors. Were it then as much in Man's 
5 Power not to err, as not to act ill, ba 
. would be equal. y. accountable for all his 
8 Errors, as for all his Actions 5 and: in 
by thoſe. aſes Where it is as much in his 
* 24 wer, he certainly is ſp, and there: 
N by becomes guilt OS; more ar le {s, according 
. to g the Erter. , rf 
- | "There, i is this Difference indeed, that 
one Man can't charge another with. this 
75 MW Guilt. For, beſides the almoſt Infinite 
Degrees of Weakneſs and Strength of 
* 5 Mind, much. more than in our — * 
= the. numberleſs Prejudices, that ſteal upon 
8 Men, the e Nrieties, and different 
| Turns of ing, which may well 
5 enough be empers of the Mind, 
and are mien re vatious than thoſe 
5, of the Body, make this tha poſt difficult 
A Part he has tO'; , and are 0 of ſight to 
t other Men. Whereas Me is Actions a 
2 pear, and what We to do is ob- 
Y vious and plain to the meaneſt Capact- 
» ty. I ſay, therefore, one Man can t charge 


another 


- 


another with the Guilt of Error, 48 
can e His Actions. BEN 3131 50} #437 y 

© Bur! then every Man muſt look welt 
eaten und He only in this World cat 
tell, whether he exerts his full Abilities. 
| And his Judge will de an Infinite, Omni: 
| frient Being, who knows all the fecret 
Springs of Mind, what Prejudices we 
| have contracted by our on Faülts; 
| _ Rfrors from Henbe are 20 fmpntabt: 
bad 8 rom ill Habits; who kn. 
| 31 or” Abiliries, and how we have em. 
3 loyed ' em and every other Circumſtan 
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